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ENGLAND NETBALL
PREMIER LEAGUE NETBALL 1,2 & 3 2024/25
RULES AND REGULATIONS

Overview

1.1

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

Premier League Netball 1, 2 & 3 is a national league competition organised by England Netball to
enable clubs to compete against each other to determine a national winner. The purpose of the
Premier League Competition is to provide the highest level of competition at an amateur level for
serious, competitive netball participants.

These regulations set out below outline the Rules and Regulations (“the Regulations”) which
govern the operation of Premier League Netball.

The Regulations must be followed by all teams, players, officials, spectators and administrators in
the management, administration, and operation of Premier League Netball.

It is the responsibility of the club, not England Netball, to ensure that all players and relevant parties
within the team are fully conversant with these regulations.

Competition Structure

2.1

2.2.

2.3.

2.4.

2.5.

2.6.

2.7.

The competition shall be known as the England Netball Premier League Netball 1, 2 & 3 (“Premier
League Netball 1,2 ,3” or “the Competition”), and the name shall be preceded by the name of such
sponsor as England Netball may direct from time to time.

There are two distinct elements of the Competition: The League structures (Premier League Netball
1, 2 & 3) and the Premier League Play-offs. These Competition Regulations cover all matters relating
to the League structures, and the Premier League Play-offs have a separate set of Competition
Regulations that are solely specific to that competition.

Premier League Netball shall comprise of the following divisions, each comprising of ten (10) teams:

- Premier League 1
- Premier League 2
- Premier League 3

The team which finishes top of Premier League Netball 1 at the end of the season will be the
Premier League Netball 1 champions. The teams which finish in 9th and 10t" position of Premier
League Netball 1 will be relegated directly to Premier League Netball 2.

The team which finishes top of Premier League Netball 2 at the end of the season will be the
Premier League Netball 2 champions and will be promoted directly to Premier League Netball 1.
The team which finishes second in Premier League 2 will also be promoted to Premier League
Netball 1. The teams which finish 9th and 10t of Premier League Netball 2 will be relegated directly
to Premier League Netball 3.

The team which finishes top of Premier League Netball 3 at the end of the season will be the
Premier League Netball 3 champions and will be promoted to Premier League Netball 2. The team
which finishes second in Premier League 3 will also be promoted to Premier League Netball 2.

Promotion and relegation between Premier League Netball 3 and the Regional Leagues will be as
follows:

2.7.1. Over the course of a weekend at a single, central venue at the end of the season, one team
from each region (giving nine Regional Teams) will contest the playoffs against the teams
which finish in eighth, ninth and tenth positions in Premier League Netball 3. The teams
nominated by the Regions, will be done so at the discretion of the Region; England Netball
will not be involved or influence over these teams apart from the requirements set out in
these Regulations. These twelve teams will be divided into three groups of four, with the
three Premier League Netball 3 teams spread across the groups. The teams in each group
will play off against each other. The teams in first and second in all groups will then play a
cross-sectional match against the first or second place in a different group, and the winners
will be promoted to/retain their place in Premier League Netball 3, for the following season.
All other clubs will participate in Regional Leagues.



2.7.2. Any Premier League team who fails to compete in the Premier League Playoffs will be
removed from the Competition structure completely and be required to re-enter at the
bottom level of their County/Regional Competition.

2.8. Any team relegated from Premier League Netball 3 through these procedures will participate in the
following season in the Regional League operated by the Regional Netball Association within
whose boundaries it is based (subject to paragraph 3.2).

2.9. An overview of the Premier League structure is set out in the diagram below. This also includes the
gualification structure into Premier League 3 via the Regional Leagues, which are separate
competitions that feed into the Premier League Playoffs:
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3. Competition Organisation

Regional Leagues

3.1. The competition and all rights and properties associated with it shall be owned, controlled, and

managed by England Netball.

3.2. England Netball is responsible for the organisation and management of Premier League Netball 1, 2
& 3 as well as the Premier League Play-offs. Regional Leagues (or other mechanisms used by the
Regions) that feed into the Premier League Playoffs are the responsibility of the Regional Netball
Associations, as autonomous organisations independent from England Netball. These competitions
may have different regulations to these set out in this document.

3.3. Prior to the start of Premier League Netball, England Netball shall announce the following:

3.3.1. the Competition Referee; and

3.3.2. the person appointed to receive appeals of the decisions of the Competition Referee, as

outlined in Section 8.



3.4. England Netball may alter the named Competition Referee during the Competition. If a change is
made, England Netball through its best endeavours, will notify all teams.

4. Competition Referee

4.1. As set out above, a Competition Referee will be appointed by England Netball for Premier League
Netball 1, 2 and 3. England Netball may appoint a separate Competition Referee solely for the
Premier League Play-offs.

4.2. The Competition Referee will have the authority and jurisdiction to make decisions on any matters
arising throughout the Competition including, but not limited to:

4.2.1. altering or amending the playing schedule, as necessary.

4.2.2. determining if there has been a breach of the Regulations and imposing an appropriate
sanction, including, but not limited to:

4.2.2.1.

4.2.2.2,

4.2.2.3.

4.2.2.4.

4.2.2.5.

4.2.2.6.

4.2.2.7.

The use of a player without an active England Netball Membership in a fixture or
fixtures will result in a deduction of three league points, but the result of the fixture will
still stand.

The use of an unregistered player or a player who is underage without written
permission from the Competition Referee will result in a deduction of three league
points, but the result of the fixture or fixtures will still stand.

In the event that a team concedes a fixture (see Section 6.1) the non-offending team
will be awarded five points for the match and the conceding team will have five points
deducted from their total.

Conceding on more than one occasion (i.e., two or more league fixtures) will result in

expulsion from the League.

Failure to provide Technical Officials as required by 6.4 will result in a £100 fine for the
offending team. If the home team agrees in writing to provide all Technical Officials as
per 6.4.1.3 and does not, they will be fined £100.

Disqualification of any individual Player or Team.

Use of a player who does not meet the Visa eligibility criteria will result in a deduction
of three league points, but the result of the fixture or fixtures will still stand.

4.2.3. Adjudicating instances of unsportsmanlike behaviour or behaviour that brings the sport into
disrepute, including instances of Teams predetermining, or attempting to predetermine, the
outcome of a Match and/or the Competition.

4.2.4. Maintaining and being responsible for a confidential Competition Referee Logbook, where
appropriate.

4.2.5. Determining the score should any Match not be concluded due to any unforeseen
circumstance.

4.2.6. Enforcing the decision by any medical advisor, including, but not limited to England Netball’s
appointed doctor or physiotherapist, regarding the participation of a player and whether
they are able to:

4.2.6.1.

4.2.6.2.

Start the match.
or
Continue to play.

4.2.7. determining any matter not covered specifically within these Regulations.



4.3. The Competition Referee may call upon, or delegate to, additional persons to assist with the
Competition or consult with other persons prior to making any decision. However, the final decision
and accountability for the decision will rest with the Competition Referee.

5. Pre-Competition Management and Administration
5.1. Team Entry and Eligibility

5.1.1. Entry to Premier League Netball shall be through the relevant Regional League, or regional
nomination process for any club or team (one per active club) which is an active club
registered on the England Netball Membership system.

5.1.2. A club may only field a maximum of one (1) team in the Competition.

5.1.3. England Netball are entitled to charge an entry fee to compete in Premier League Netball
and this must be paid in full within the permitted timescales for a team to participate. This
charge will include the costs associated with appointing the Umpires.

5.1.4. By entering a team in Premier League Netball 1, 2 & 3, clubs/teams agree that:

5.1.4.1. they are able and willing to fulfil the costs and commitments of participation in the
Premier League Netball.

5.1.4.2. they will fulfil their obligations and responsibilities as set out in these Regulations.

5.1.4.3. they are bound by the Competition Regulations; and

5.1.4.4. they are bound by all the rules, policies, regulations, and by-laws of England Netball,
including the England Netball Code of Conduct and Disciplinary Regulations, as may
from time to time be in force.

5.1.4.5. They have gained permission from all registered individuals to their image rights for
the purpose of live streaming and promotion of the live streaming
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